Design and production of enteral feeding tubes.
The evolution of enteral feeding via tubes, syringes, and other mechanical devices probably began in Egypt before the birth of Christ. Today's feeding tubes are a safe and effective means for providing long-term feeding to patients unable to maintain sufficient nutrition by oral intake. The needs of enterally-fed patients are presently being met with feeding tubes that are biocompatible, easy to use, and relatively inexpensive to manufacture.